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In preparation for writing this note, I decided to "Google" the phrase "looking 
backward to move forward." I was trying to find the right words to capture 
why we need to think about our past as we plan for our future. I had no idea 
I had stumbled upon such words of encouragement! The concept has been 
implemented in everything from nursing education to social psychology, but 
my favorite application was found in a phrase used by the Maori people of New 
Zealand. That phrase is "ka mua, ka muri" and it describes "the image of a person 
walking backward into the future."

"Ka mua, ka muri" perfectly and powerfully illustrates why we are embracing the 
opportunity to build an endowment to support our Tuition Guarantee program.

Built on the dream of the late MCC president, Dr. Bill Scaggs, Tuition Guarantee has opened doors for thousands of 
students who have attended Meridian Community College because of the support provided by the program. We 
know that when students choose MCC, they have an opportunity to follow their dreams, transform their families, 
and impact this community. We know this because we hear their stories, we know the people and families who have 
been affected, and, in many cases, because we have experienced the transformation ourselves. Think about it for a 
second. Do you know people who were given a chance to pursue their higher education dream because of Tuition 
Guarantee? Maybe you were allowed to go to college because of the program. I was.

The vision to create opportunities for people in our community to receive an affordable higher education right 
here in Meridian and Lauderdale County is as strong today as ever. That vision has become a reality because of the 
generous support of many who believe in the future by looking to the past. 

The Phil Hardin Foundation has been an essential part of where we live for nearly six decades. They have generously 
funded opportunities in our community and our state for many years. Recently, we learned that they wanted to 
support the endowment of MCC's Tuition Guarantee program, in memory of Dr. Bill Scaggs, with a gift of $2 million. 
Those dollars are the lead gift of what we hope will be a $10 million endowment and are an investment in the next 
generation of students who need the kinds of opportunities we provide at Meridian Community College. As you may 
know, Phil Hardin, the man, believed that education was "a springboard to broader opportunity, better life outcomes, 
and stronger communities." His belief in those values is what drives the decisions of the Phil Hardin Foundation and 
is also what motivates us every day at Meridian Community College. We are thankful for "ka mua, ka muri" because, 
while the future isn't always clear, the past is. That past inspires us to create 
life-changing opportunities that will impact our community for years to come. 
Thank you, Phil Hardin Foundation, for believing in what happens here and 
encouraging the next generation of students in Meridian and Lauderdale 
County to be transformative.

IN THE PAST AND IN THE FUTURE: 
TUITION GUARANTEE PROMISES 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Tuition Guarantee has been a part of Meridian 
Community College for over 26 years. 

Leia Agnew Hill

NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR



PHIL HARDIN FOUNDATION GIFT 
LEADS WAY GUARANTEEING 
TUITION GUARANTEE

MCC President Dr. Tom Huebner, MCC Vice President for Institutional Advancement and Executive Director of the MCC Foundation Leia Hill, Phil Hardin 
Foundation Executive Director Lloyd Gray, and Phil Hardin Foundation President and Chairman Robert Ward 

A promise for a 
brighter future 
is being fulfilled 
because of Meridian 

Community College Foundation’s innovative Tuition 
Guarantee Program, which began more than two 
decades ago. For many, the cost of education is a 
crucial barrier to college attendance. Tackling student 
debt on the front end can lessen that obstacle, 
assuring a smoother path to higher education.  

The MCC Foundation has been investing in 
Lauderdale County graduates and the community's 
future by guaranteeing tuition for four semesters of 
study for over 26 years.  

Now, the Phil Hardin Foundation is making a  
$2 million investment in Tuition Guarantee, helping to 
ensure MCC's Tuition Guarantee for future students 
with the Phil Hardin Foundation Tuition Guarantee 
Endowment in honor of William F. Scaggs.  



C
o

n
n

ectio
n

s M
ag

azin
e

3

CONNECTIONS |  THE LEGACY EDITION 2023

"When we learned that MCC wanted to establish an 
endowment to keep the Tuition Guarantee viable for 
generations to come, we were grateful to have the 
opportunity to help," said Lloyd Gray, executive director 
of the Phil Hardin 
Foundation.  

Gray added, "Our 
Board of Directors was 
delighted to be able to 
simultaneously honor 
the vision of both our 
founder, Phil Hardin, and the leader who brought the 
Tuition Guarantee into being, Dr. Bill Scaggs, with what 
will be called the Hardin-Scaggs Tuition Guarantee 
Endowment.”  

Visionary, role model, and leader in community college 
education, Dr. Bill Scaggs served Meridian Community 
College for 35 years as the registrar, dean, president, and 
president emeritus.    

The endowment dovetails into the Phil Hardin 
Foundation's mission. “At the Hardin Foundation, we 
believe education is crucial to individual and community 
success, and we have long partnered with MCC because 
of its indispensable role in elevating people's lives 
and building a stronger community and region. This 
endowment will only strengthen that role,” Gray said.  

College officials are excited about the endowment and 
the future opportunities it affords.  

Leia Hill, vice president for institutional advancement 
and executive director of the MCC Foundation, said 
there is no better investment for our community than 
education. “Education changes the individual, and the 

empowered individual 
changes the community. 
And this generous gift will 
be the springboard for 
that change." She adds, 
"Tuition Guarantee is an 
expectation for our local 
high-school graduates and 

is community-funded. We must endow the program so 
it can continue aiding Lauderdale County students with 
obtaining skills, training, and education for their future."
 
This tremendous gift will help position our Tuition 
Guarantee to continue to enhance the lives of our local 
students and, ultimately, our community," said MCC 
President Dr. Tom Huebner. He added, "It is truly life-
changing.”

The Phil Hardin gift will lead the way in endowing 
the program. "We need $10 million to endow the 
Tuition Guarantee program fully, " Hill said, "Now, with 
the transformational donation from the Phil Hardin 
Foundation, we are much closer to our goal." The MCC 
Foundation and the Foundation's Board of Directors are 
prepared to launch a full campaign within the upcoming 
year. "It will take a lot of community and business 
support to accomplish our goal," Hill added, "I believe 
Tuition Guarantee is something everyone can get behind 
and help preserve." 

If you would like to contribute to the MCC Foundation in support of the Tuition Guarantee program, please contact 
the Meridian Community College Foundation at 601.484.8688 or visit http://www.meridiancc.edu/guarantee.

SCAN HERE 



Back row: An Howard Hill, Brandy Hill, Tony Boutwell, Mitch Brantley, Mandy Hurtt, and Kristi Williamson. Front row: Cyndy Bratu, Leia Hill, Victoria 
Liddell, Whitney Stevens, and Marlo Turner
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There's a saying that leaders are not born; they're made. 

With the MCC Foundation's newly formed Eagle Leadership Convocation (E.L.C.), 10 College employees are 
fine-tuning their leadership wings. 

The nine-month program, which started in the Fall Semester of 2022, is honing communication, 
leadership, and team-building skills that can improve the College and create opportunities for personal 
growth and success, said Leia Hill, vice president for institutional advancement and executive director of 
the MCC Foundation. 

FIRST EAGLE LEADERSHIP CONVOCATION 
CLASS BUILDING SKILLS, CREATING OPPORTUNITIES 
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The topics studied in this one-day-per-
month program include critical thinking 
and problem solving, legal issues and 
human resources, customer service 
and conflict resolution, and diversity 
and inclusion. Participants received a 
leadership book, a specially-branded 
shirt, medallion, certificate, and a 
$500 stipend will be awarded a after 
completing the program. 

Comprising the inaugural class of 
E.L.C. are MCCers Tony Boutwell, 
director of visual media; Mitch 
Brantley, guitar instructor; Cyndy Bratu, 
administrative assistant to  
the chief financial officer; An Howard 
Hill, Culinary Arts Technology Program 
coordinator and instructor; Brandy 
Hill, Foundation accountant II; 
Mandy Hurtt, director of recruiting; 
Victoria Liddell, Out of School Youth 
director and navigator; Whitney 
Stevens, financial aid director; Marlo 
Turner, payroll manager; and Kristi 
Williamson, circulation/catalog 
librarian. Participants were nominated 
and approved by their respective 
department vice presidents.

Members of this first group agree 
they are gaining valuable skills. "I'm 
enjoying the E.L.C. program. The 
sessions are fun and interactive, and 
I am learning a lot about myself and 
ways to improve to become a better 
co-worker and leader," Brandy Hill 
said. "It is an honor to be a part of 
E.L.C.," added Williamson.
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Ask Jimmie Evans why he found teaching rewarding he'll answer 
humbly:  "I just did my job." 

Evans served Meridian Community College for 34 years, 
educating students in world civilization and geography as 

well as opening their eyes to the world. Many of his former 
students fondly remembered him as "the best teacher 

they ever had.”  One former student would go on to 
write historical fiction based on what Evans taught.

 "You were a demanding teacher, well-loved, and 
people remembered what you taught," his niece 
Debra Asmus said. "I hope so," he jokingly replied. 

Serving others was a way of life for this master 
teacher. Evans was one of the inaugural honorees 
of the MCC Foundation's Outstanding Teacher 
awards. He was named the recipient of the 
Lamplighter, B.G. Raden, Higher Education 
Appreciation Day Working for Academic 

Excellence, and School Spirit Awards. 

An enthusiastic champion of student activities, Evans 
was the first faculty advisor of MCC's chapter of Phi 

Theta Kappa, the academic honor society for community 
and junior colleges.  He was the sponsor of the student 
bowling league for many years and was hands down the 
leading fan of Eagle athletics.

Evans has long been one of the staunchest 
supporters the MCC Foundation, establishing 
multiple endowments and funds to support faculty 
and students. His lifetime giving level has placed 
him in the Foundation's Silver Wings category. 

"Mr. Evans is an incredible example of the 
impact lifetime giving has on the College," Leia Hill, vice president for institutional 

advancement and executive director of the MCC Foundation, said, "His loyal and continous 
support equals a substantial investment and will have lasting effects."

In recognition of his service to the College, his devotion to athletics, and his instrumental 
support of the Foundation, the Jimmie Evans Tennis Field House on campus was dedicated  
in 2009. He is a member of the Talon Club, and was inducted into MCC's Hall of Fame in 2018.

Still, he remains modest. "I don’t think a person should write his own legacy… too much 
bragging. I'm not used to giving speeches (about myself)."

JIMMIE EVANS:  
MASTER TEACHER, LIFETIME GIVER



Jimmie Evans
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2021-2022 

President’s 
Roundtable & 
Community 
Members
President’s Circle

Anderson Regional Medical Center
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Boggan
Citizens National Bank
Harry Freeman
Gene Haas Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Malone
Mississippi Board of Nursing
Mississippi Power Company
Mississippi Power Foundation
Structural Steel Services
The Paul and Sherry Broadhead Foundation
The Phil Hardin Foundation
Randy and Marcia Sanders West

Women's Foundation of Mississippi

Trustee's Circle

James H. Sanderford
The G. V. "Sonny" Montgomery Foundation

The Meridian Family of Stations

Partner

53InStripes, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Alexander
Anderson Support & Development 
Foundation, Inc.
Atlas Roofing Corporation
Charles L. Young, Sr. Foundation
Community Foundation of East Mississippi
Mr. and Mrs. Marty Davidson
Mr. and Mrs. Clay Holladay
KTS Holdings, LLC
Ms. Wendy Lerner
Lisa and Larry Love
Todd and Debbie Mathis
Meridian Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Mississippi Space Grant Consortium
Nick & Al's New York Style Pizzeria
Patrick Allen Companies
Regions Bank
Ochsner Rush Health 
Slay Steel, Inc.
The Meridian Star

WTOK TV

Grand Benefactor

1st Mississippi Federal Credit Union
A & B Electric, Inc.
AT&T
A. Roland Kimbrell Trust
Allred Investments, LLC
Archer Architecture, PLLC
Atmos Energy
BankPlus
Dr. Robert D. Blubaugh
Bo Haarala Auto Plex
Bonita Properties, Inc.
Mrs. Norma S. Bourdeaux
Dr. Roland Boyd
Dr. Jo Lynn Polk Bridges

Sidney and Jamila Brown Coleman
Ms. Faye G. Bruner
Mrs. Margene Dement Bullock
Burns & Burns, Inc.
Laura A. Carmichael
Anne Carrillo
Cater's Market
Clearspan Components, Inc.
Leonard B. Cobb, Attorney
Community Bank - Meridian
Construction Services, Inc.
Ms. Annette Galyean Cook
D & E Construction Company, Inc.
Daniels Roofing Company, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Dawkins
Robert and Diane Delk
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas A. DeVaney
Janice T. Deweese Jones
Deweese Libations, LLC
Dr. Robert E. Dilworth
Ms. Anne S. Dowdle
Dykes Farms, LLC
East Mississippi Electric Power Association
Dr. and Mrs. Scott Elliott
Engineering Plus
Entegrity Energy Partners
Dr. and Mrs. Don Evans
Mr. Jimmie Evans
First Christian Church
First State Bank
Joyce H. Frank
Fruge' Oil Company
General Supply & Machine Company, Inc.
Jacob Gilbert
Gipson Steel, Inc.
Glass, Inc.
Anita Grady 
Great Southern Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Hall, Jr.
Joel and Pam Harrison
Alan Hart
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Heggie
Henderson Steel Corporation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ivan Hester
Adrian and Leia Hill
Hotel & Restaurant Supply
Howard Industries, Inc.
Tom and Mindy Huebner
Bishop Dennis and Pastor Pearl Huggins
Insurance Advisory Group, LLC
Mrs. Alice James
John O'Neil Johnson Toyota
Johnson Dodge Kia
Kemp, Williams, Steverson & Bernard, PA
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Lamar
Mrs. Shannon Lang
Leading Edges
LFW Ministries
Little Caesars Pizza
Lockheed Martin Aeronautical
Melissa Blair Love
Magnolia Steel, Inc.
Col. (Ret) Howard and Anne Malone
Bo and Jodie Marsalis
Dr. and Mrs. Tommy McDonald
McDonald and Hill, Inc.
McGinnis Lumber Company, Inc.
Brian McMillan
Mark and Wanda McPhail
Meridian Area Dental Society
Meridian Honda
Meridian Mutual Federal Credit Union
Mrs. Anne Z. Meyer
Mr. and Mrs. Harold J. Meyer, Jr.
Meyer & Rosenbaum, Inc.
Mid-South Welding Supply
Mississippi Broadcasters, LLC
Mitchell Beverage Meridian, Inc.
Adrian Tureaud Mosley

MUNA Federal Credit Union
New South Ford
Norman Enterprises, Inc.
Rachel Parks
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Pennington
Percy Bland State Farm Agency
Fred O. Poitevent
Mr. Charles Porter
Precision Spine
Mrs. Betty L. Purvis
Purvis Business Machines
Quality Logistics Systems
Ms. Annie F. Ramsey
RDT Metal Works, LLC
Rea Shaw Giffin & Stuart
Robert Barham Family Funeral Home
Hilda C. Roberts
Robert E. Sanford
Mrs. Sara Boureau Scaggs
Ms. Cindy Kane Schrock
Shell Oil Company Foundation
Southern Cast Products
Southern Scrap of Meridian, LLC	
W. Kenneth Stevens
Swain & Collins, PA
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen W. Tartt
The Buddy Davis Family
The Cross Agency, Nationwide Insurance
The Progress Foundation Trust
The Riley Foundation
Threaded Fasteners
Ms. Mina Beth M. Tonini
Trustmark National Bank
Van Zyverden, Inc.
Waters International Trucks
Webster Electric Company, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Alex Weddington
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Wile
Witherspoon & Compton

Benefactor

Sarah Abernathy
Advanced Collections, Inc.
Anders Furniture Company, Inc.
Jeff and Lynne Anderson
Appraisers Associated, Ltd.
Barry, Thaggard & May, LLP
BCI, LLC / eBen Consultants
Rodney Bell
Bowers Auto, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Ben Box
Ms. Nedra L. Bradley
Robert J. Bresnahan, Attorney At Law
David L. Campbell
Mary and Quinn Carlisle
Mrs. Clayton Cobler
Coleman & Company
College Park Auto
Mr. Jack Combest
Commercial Bank
Cotton Press Warehouse, LLC
CUI Systems, Inc.
D & H Construction & Cabinetry, Inc.
Mrs. Wilhelmine Damon
Ms. Carol Dean
Mrs. Robert B. Deen
Evans & Monsour, PLLC
Glover Young Walton & Simmons, PLLC
Shirley Nell Goodman
Greater Pinebelt Community Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry R. Greene
Harry Mayer, Inc.
Mrs. Vivian Hill
Richard and Faye Hollingsworth
Robert D. Huff
Insurance Solutions of Mississippi, Inc.
Ms. Auzlia Ishee
Ann M. Johnson

Barbara R. Jones
Mr. Richard K. Joyner
Lucy Kahlmus
Mr. Thomas Kendall
Joseph Knight
Dr. and Mrs. James Lauderdale
Lauderdale County School District
Mr. and Mrs. Darryl Lewis
M'Prints Promotional Products
Angelyn McDonald
Meridian Cycles - Honda Suzuki
Meridian Media Group, LLC
Meridian Plastic Surgery, PA
Jim Miles
Mrs. MarLynne G. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Morgan
Morgan Tile Carpet One
Mr. Edgar H. Morrison
N.M. LLC
NBS Management Company, LLC
Rachel Parks
Dennis Parmer
Piggly Wiggly of Collinsville
Pretty Presentations Catering, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Rea
JoAnn Roberts
Anita Jo and Bill Ross
Safeguard Dement
San Marcos Mexican Restaurant
Dr. and Mrs. William B. Simmons
Danielle Spears
Michelle G. Stokley
Dancy and Brad Sykes
Larry Terrell
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Tettleton
The Carter Foundation
Michael and Pam Thompson
Transmission Service, Inc.
Truckers' Supply, Inc.
Wayne Raley Construction
Welch Forest Products
Ms. Jennifer D. Whitlock
Anna and Daniel Wile
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Frank Wilkerson
Ms. Angela Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Duffee Williams
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Williams
Pete and Jean Willis
World of Flowers
Ms. Betty A. Young-Cryer

Grand Patron

Dr. and Mrs. Woody H. Abraham
Jamie L. Agent
Al's Garden & Gift
Animal Medical Supply
Cindy Belcher - State Farm
Dr. Kim and Dr. Gary Benton
David and Valerie Bishop
Ms. Kelli Lachelle Bounds
Vasco L. Bridges, IV and Family
Mr. and Mrs. Bennett A. Britt
Ronald R. Bullock
Chapman Plumbing Company, Inc.
Charles Ledbetter Forestry Consultant, Inc.
Collinsville Drugs, Inc.
Cooper Concrete Construction, LLC
Cooper Meat Packers, Inc.
Holly Crane
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Davis
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Downer
Kelley K. Gonzales
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas H. Greer
Mr. Eric Ramon Griffin
Ms. Lorrie Michelle Gunn
Ronny Hampton
Wesley and Debra Herring
Hill Real Estate Group, LLC
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Ms. Frances Hinton
Allan and Theresa Hogan
Krystal Holifield
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Holladay
Mr. and Mrs. Sonny Hopkins
Scott Hudson
Ms. Shelia Johnson
Mrs. Susan M. Johnson
Jerry Joyner
L J Candy Company
Lucy Lamberth
Cindy L. Leadingham
Justin and Elizabeth McDonald
Dr. and Mrs. John D. McEachin
Mr. and Mrs. John C. McRae
Mr. and Mrs. George L. Meyers
Missionscape
Mr. and Mrs. Gary A. Moore
Dr. Jeannette W. Murphey
Mrs. Vivian Naylor
Mr. James Edward Price
Charlene Schrock
Deanna Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Donnie Smith
Rhonda O. Smith
Susan McDevitt Swink
The Robin's Nest, LLC
The Rustler, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. George Thomas
Thomas Refrigeration of Meridian, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Wilkinson
Womack Paint Contractor
Woodstock Furniture
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Young

Patron

American Endowment Foundation
Mrs. Berneice Barham
Carolyn Beeland
BenchMark Rehabilitation
Benefits Management Group
Stanley Bishop
Jody Blount
Kimberly Bolin
Amanda and Eric Bratu
Johnny Clyde Burge
Mr. and Mrs. Von Burt
C & L Saws
Carter Miller Associates
Ms. Deandra S. Carter-Hosey
Allen Chamberlain
Kimberly Cline
Corrigan Travel Agency
Crooked Letter
Mr. and Mrs. Tommy Dobbins
Mr. and Mrs. Robbie Dreyfus
Esthetics Unlimited
Margaret Eubanks
Evangel Temple
Mr. Barry Germany
Mattie C. Gordon
Deanna Gray
Great Minds Communications, LLC
Thomas H. Greer, III
Ms. Robin Gunn
Harper's Hospice Care, Inc.
Harvest Grill, LLC
Brandy and Tooney Hill
Holladay Broadcasting
Mandy Hurtt
Hydradyne, LLC
Ice Plant
Angela Hollingsworth James
Jeffery Wilson State Farm Agency, Inc.
Jim Taylor Buick GMC, LLC
Mrs. Imogene Joyner
Ms. Vickie C. Lockhart
Mrs. Beverly Marie Long

Long Cleaning Solutions, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. David Majure
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff McCoy
Meridian Animal Care Center
Meridian Coach & Travel, Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. John C. Mutziger
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Nunnery
Ann Orr
Mr. and Mrs. Kells Parker
Jacqueline Pettway
Lynn Pittman
Mr. and Mrs. Randy Pool
Prospect Presbyterian Church
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Purnell
Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Rea
Ms. Julia Pittman Reece
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Reece
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Roberson
Robinson Heating & Cooling, LLC
Saxon's Flowers & Gifts
Marcia Shirley
Steve Short
Dr. and Mrs. Tom Sikes
Phillip Slay
Ms. Elesha Marie Smith
Christy Strickland
Flora Sumrall
Ms. Diane R. Surla
Till-Newell Animal Hospital
Twin Oaks Land & Timber Company, LLC
Dr. Margaret Morrison Van Dyke
Varner Parker & Sessums,  
Attorney at Law
Mr. and Mrs. William Vicars
Jerry Wages
Weidmann's
Diane and Ronnie Wells
Tommy Winston
William W. Woods III, DMD
Ms. Denise Hartzler Wright
Xtra Lite Lighting, LLC

Associate

Dr. and Mrs. Bobby L. Adams
Thomas Allen
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Alsobrooks
Stacy Rae Andreacchio
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bailey
Barber and Sons Plumbing Company, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Barham
Ms. Cisley Timina Barksdale
Mr. and Mrs. James N. Bass
Dr. Kathy Harmon Baxter
Sheryl Beddingfield
Dr. Manley E. Blackwell
Ms. Nancy B. Boswell
Tony Boutwell
William Alan Bracken 
Constance Bradley PhD, RN, PMHNP-BC
Cyndy Bratu
Ms. Virginia Brimble
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel H. Brown
Ms. Ruby R. Brown
Burton Awards
Mrs. Sharon Busler
C & R Trucking
Beth Calderon
Steven Caldwell
Mrs. W. G. Campbell, Jr.
Cathy D. Carpenter
Timothy Joseph Carter
Sandy H. Clark
Lauren W. Clay
Ms. Christy N. Cole
Collinsville Dental
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Collum
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Connor
Cook Eye Center

Dr. Richard Coughlin
Ms. Valerie Beth Creel
Mrs. Barbara S. Crudup
Rita Daily
Martin Sherrill Davidson
Regina Davis
Marjorie and Leonard Dean
Ms. Ann Riley Dennis
Mr. Brandon D. Dewease
Dayna Rebecca Dewitt
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick T. Duggan
East Mississippi Business  
Development Corporation
Kim Eastman
Mr. Christopher Drew Edwards
El Norte Authentic Mexican Restaurant
Ellis Optical Shoppe
Kristy Ethridge
Fairview Baptist Church
Douglas Faulkner
Marmion L. Francis
Alvin Franklin
Devonte C. Gardner
Mr. Chip Gayden
Mr. and Mrs. James F. George
Suzie and Eddie Gibson
Gil and Kris Gilson
Erica Renee Glover
David Goldman
Ms. Lashundra Keoshua Grady
Dr. and Mrs. Chad Graham
Graham Transfer & Storage, Inc.
Terrell Griffis
Dr. and Mrs. John C. Halbrook, III
Christopher Haralson 
Mallory Elise Hardy
Daniel Hartzler
David Hartzler
Tammy M. Henderson
Rebecca Higginbotham
Jamie Hodges
Ms. Stephanie Holifield
Ida Holliday
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip D. Holmes
Josephine V. Hughes
Laura Walker Hyche
Ms. Barbara J. Ivy
J & J Contractors, Inc.
Kathy and Donald Jackson
Martin James
Lisa A. Jenkins
Anne Lacy Johnson
Ms. Donna Jill Johnson
Ms. Kayla Chapman Johnson
Eric Jones
Jones Cleaners
K-Salon
Ronald Wayne Key
Dr. and Mrs. Earl Laird, Jr.
Cindy and Irby Lang
Las Fuentes Restaurant
Laura Nicole Lewis
Mrs. Victoria Liddell
Sandra and David Little
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Loeb
Francine Long
Alvin Lunn
Matt Marioni
Mr. Lowell Clarke Martin
Lori Ann Kelly McClain
Dr. L. Ben McEachin
Ms. Mary B. McLendon
Gina Mills
Matthew Milner
Cotton and Frances Moffett
Tina Monninger
Mt. Olive Baptist Church
Mrs. Linda Joyce Munoz
Dinah W. Neal

April Neihaus
Chad Newell
Mrs. Vanessa Cox Norman
Oliver Construction Company
Over The Moon Children's Boutique
Elna and Steve Owen
Glenn and Cathy Parker
Mr. Jarrod E. Parks
Mrs. K. T. Pearson
Angela Marie Pickard
Brandi Pickett
Ms. Courtney Pitts
Dr. and Mrs. L. N. Rhodes
Ms. Elizabeth Erin Richardson
Ms. Laurel Anne Rigdon
Riverbirch Animal Care Center
Ms. Janice L. Rivers
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph David Roberts, Jr.
Ms. Edna Brittany Rushing
Russell Restaurants of Meridian-Popeyes 
Louisiana Kitchen
Thomas Sanderford
Dr. Christy Savell
Mrs. Joyce Scarborough
Sewing & Vacuum Center
Mrs. Cheryl D. Shannon
Pat Sharp
Bobbie Short
Mr. and Mrs. James Sims
Mr. and Mrs. Jamie M. Sistrunk
Mrs. Genia Smith
Linda G. Smith
Rob and Lori Smith

Southern Pipe and Supply Company, Inc.
Ms. Jerri Lynn Spears
Paphanij Stegall
Crystal P. Sterling
Mrs. Suzette Sullivan
Ward Sullivan
Mrs. Lynne Taleff
Joshua and Cynthia Taylor
Ms. Terrell Taylor
The Van Group, LLC
Ms. Sandra Thomas
Merry Thomson
Bunnie and Synn Tisdale
Mr. and Mrs. Donald M. Vance
Cher Warren
Col. and Mrs. Rufus L. Warren
Rebecca Weiner
Ms. Faith Hopper Westby
Cathy Amelia Wheat
Dr. James Sidney Whitley
Mrs. Deanna A. Wilbourn
Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Williamson
Kristal Lynn Williamson
Dawn B. Wright
Gary Young

Member

Gloria Adams
Ms. Heather Ammon
Sander Atkinson
Mr. Walter Atterberry
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Autry
Katie Autry
Mr. Darren Lee Bane
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Beasley
Julia Bertrand
Daniel Boles
Mrs. Morgan Boothe
Mr. and Mrs. Mitch Brantley
Ms. Bethany Elizabeth Bratu
Mr. Rodney James Broughton
William Brown
Doyle and Jenny Bryan
Wendy Bumgarner
Mr. Joseph and Dr. Annie L. Burns

Tammy Caldwell
Miranda K. Calvert
Lynne Carey
Stacey L. Carlisle
Dr. Angie and Mr. Jonathan Carraway
Laureta Chislom
Mike Clymer
Ann Coker
Tara M. Coody
Tonya Cooley
Mrs. Ruby P. Creagh
Sarah R. Crenshaw 
Ms. Kristyn Taylor Croley
Ms. Linda Davenport
Mrs. Esta Nell Davis
Mitzi Davis
Maxwell Dickerson
Ms. Bobbye Lynne Dunnam
Molly Ellis
Ms. Elouise Daniels Ethridge
Bethany Files
Mrs. Ruth Fletcher
Dennis Foster
Katrina Garrett
Otis Gowdy, Sr.
Michelle D. Hampton
April Harris
Ms. Lily Ann Hatampa
Wade and Erica Heggie
An Howard Schubert Hill
Ms. JaWanda Pearl Huggins
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Jernigan
Christi Ann Jones
Ms. Phyllis T. Jones
Don Kennedy
Mr. and Mrs. Arjen Lagendijk
Ms. Desi Elizabeth Leeper
Joshua M. Maeda
Ginny McCarty
Mrs. Melissa Mae McClure
Jill McKinion
Ron and Karen McPherson
Amy Miller
Deborah Kay Nettles
Ms. Janet Farrow Parrett
Morgan Parten
Dr. Angela Paige Pennington
Amy Lynn Radican-Wald
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Rainer
Ms. Baleigh Michelle Riddle
Annette Rigby
Jimmy and Katherine Rigdon
Ronny and Missy Roberts
Andrea Rodriguez
Steven R. Satterfield
Mr. Harvey Jetsen Scarbrough
Archie Scarbrough
Ms. Samantha Ann Shelby
Sandra Shirley
Dr. and Mrs. James L. Shumate
Joy Smith
Mr. Michael Ray Smith
Randy Paul Spears
Derrick and Whitney Stevens
Oriona Walker
Tommie Walters
Ms. Jennifer Pickard Webb
Christopher Williams
Mrs. Mary Faye Wilson



FOUNDATION CELEBRATES LIFETIME 
GIVERS, INDUCTS NEW MEMBERS

The Meridian Community College Foundation welcomed newly inducted 
honorees at the Lifetime Giving Awards presentation when the Foundation 
hosted its annual membership celebration at Northwood Country Club.

Lifetime giving levels are grouped in categories that include the Emerald Circle, 
$1 million-plus; 1937 Society Platinum Wings, $251,000-plus; 1937 Society Gold 
Wings, $101,000 to $250,000; 1937 Society Silver Wings, $51,000-$100,000 and 
1937 Bronze Wings, $25,000-$50,000.

The event marked the second year that individuals and groups were spotlighted 
for their lifetime giving. 

Hundreds joined in applauding Anderson Regional Health System as the newest member of the MCC Foundation 
Emerald Circle. “It is an honor to be selected as part of this astute group of individuals who have given so much 
to our community and MCC.  I accepted my induction on behalf of Anderson Regional Health System’s board of 
directors, executive team, physicians, staff members  and volunteers who are all a part of our ability to reach this 
level of achievement,” said John Anderson, president and CEO of Anderson Regional Health System.

Other inductees included Citizens National Bank and Waters International Trucks, 1937 Society Gold Wings; 
Community Bank – Meridian, Corey and Beth Anne Dickerson and Gipson Steel Inc., 1937 Society Silver Wings; 
and Bonita Properties Inc., Margene and Robert Bullock, Community Foundation of East Mississippi, Fruge' Oil Co., 
Howard Industries Inc., Cary and Faith Vaughn and Randy and Marcia Sanders West, 1937 Society Bronze Wings.

"It’s been incredible to see the commitment of our givers," said Leia Hill, vice president for Institutional 
Advancement and the executive director of the MCC Foundation. "Their gifts have been truly transformative, and 
we thank them for their commitment."
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Dr. Tom Huebner and John Anderson

Leia Hill
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 Amanda Henry and Neil Henry Chris Phillips, Archie McDonnell, and Mary McDonnell

Sidney Coleman and Jamila Brown Coleman 

Dorothy Gowdy and Otis Gowdy

Tony Boutwell and Marmion Francis

  Crystal Sterling, Brandy Hill, and Amanda Bratu Sally Archer and BB Archer

Dr. Tom Huebner 

 C.D. Smith, Betty Purvis, and Gerry Purvis Rebecca Combs-Dulaney and Tommy Dulaney 



New to Category
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Emerald Circle
Anderson Regional Health System 
Ochsner Rush Health
The Phil Hardin Foundation
David Quave
The Riley Foundation
Structural Steel Services

Platinum Wings
Marty and Linda Davidson
Earnest Workers Circle King's Daughters & Sons  
Rest Home Foundation
Gene Haas Foundation
Kim Gianakos
Hardy Graham, Sr.
Ann and Eddie Holladay
Clay and Laura Holladay
J. Robert and Gloria Malone
Dudley Maples/ Maples Gas Company, Inc.
The Emma McCain Trust
The Paul & Sherry Broadhead Foundation

Gold Wings
Citizens National Bank 
Waters International Trucks
A T & T
Ann and Jimmy Alexander
Anderson Support & Development Foundation, Inc.
Atlas Roofing
Mr. and Mrs. James Covington
Glen and Janice Deweese Family
Estate of Betsy Barrell Weems
Estate of George Pugh
Estate of Jean Ellen Winright

Estate of Lemann H. and Wilma S. Bounds
Fred Gray
Great Southern Bank
G. V. "Sonny" Montgomery Foundation
Kahlmus Family
KTS Holdings LLC
James E. McGinnis, Jr.
Meridian Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Mabel and Carl Merritt
Meridian Star
Mississippi Board of Nursing
Premier Outdoor Advertising
Betty and Gerry Purvis
Regions Bank
Barbaree and S.A. Rosenbaum
T H & Allie R Hobgood Educational Trust
Valley Services, Inc.
Vital Care, Inc.
Norma Webb
Frank Charles Winstead

Silver Wings
Community Bank – Meridian 
Corey and Beth Anne Dickerson
Gipson Steel, Inc. 
BankPlus
Ann and Howard Barnett
George Wade Bates
Greg Cartmell
Charles L. Young Sr. Foundation
Saramel and W.B. Crooks
D & E Construction Company, Inc.
Dart Foundation
The Estate of Lou Weddington Hart
Donia and Don Evans

LIFETIME GIVING RECOGNITION 



C
o

n
n

ectio
n

s M
ag

azin
e

13

CONNECTIONS |  THE LEGACY EDITION 2023

Jimmie Evans
Harry Freeman
Maurice Hall
Henderson Steel Corporation
Hotel & Restaurant Supply / Jerry and Marilyn Greene
Kemp Williams Steverson & Bernard, P.A.
Leading Edges
Clifton Lee
Wendy Lerner
Lisi Inc d/b/a Nick & Al's New York Style Pizzeria
Larry and Lisa Love
Sara Jo and Jack Malone
MCC Faculty/Staff Association
Meridian Council of Garden Clubs, Inc.
Meridian Kiwanis Club
Meyer & Rosenbaum, Inc.
Mid-South Welding Supply
Arthur Nelson
Michael Reed and Family
Mary Ann and Richard Riley
I.A. Rosenbaum
Sara and William Scaggs
Slay Steel, Inc.
Rebekah Toney
Van Zyverden, Inc.
The Weddington Family
Joe and Mary Ann Wilkerson
WTOK TV

Bronze Wings
Bonita Properties, Inc. 
Margene Dement Bullock
Community Foundation of East Mississippi 
Fruge' Oil Company
Howard Industries, Inc.
Cary and Faith Vaughn
Randy and Marcia Sanders West 
1st Mississippi Federal Credit Union
A & B Communications, Inc.
A & B Electric, Inc.
Arjen Lagendijk Architect, PLLC
Laura and E.B. Bass
Billy Beal
Renee and Greg Boggan
Norma and Tom Bourdeaux
Fran Byrd
CEFCO Convenience Stores
Betsy and Leonard Cobb
Lurline Cook
Daniels Roofing Company, Inc.
Jay and Sheryl Davidson
Scott Elliott
Engineering Plus

William Entrekin
Estate of Margaret F. Butler
Estate of Sara and Sam Niemetz
Joyce and Myles Frank
Glass, Inc.
H & H Specialties, Inc.
Pamela and Joel Harrison
Barbaree Heaster
Janet and Wallace Heggie
Thomas and Vickie Hester
Mathilde and George Howell
Insurance Advisory Group, LLC
Alice and Austin James
John O'Neil Johnson Toyota
John and Ann Johnson
Ronald Key
Ken and Dixie LaBruyere
Edward Lafferty
Lockheed Martin Aeronautical
Magnolia Steel Company, Inc.
Anne and Howard Malone
Sula and L.W. Marsalis
Massey Super Mart Auto Sales
Tommy McDonald
Anne and Richard Meyer
Helen and Harold Meyer
Mitchell Companies
Scott and Susie Morgan
Nell and Rhen Pierce
Pigford & Corey Realtors
Joseph Price
Quality Logistics Systems
Rea Shaw Giffin & Stuart
Riley Hospital
William Riley
Thomas Roberson
Hilda and Clarence Roberts
Rotary Club of Meridian
Saint-Gobain Corporation Foundation
Robert and Linda Sanford
Daniel Self
Henry and Ginny Shurlds
Margaret Smylie
Southern Cast Products
The William Lewis and Mae Carroll Thornton Family
Sue and J.F. Thompson
Trustmark National Bank
Billy Wansley
Robert F. Ward Family
Garnett Wilbourn
Witherspoon & Compton Attorneys at Law
WOKK FM Radio



C
o

n
n

ec
ti

o
n

s 
M

ag
az

in
e

14

VICKI LOCKHART MAKES 
MOST OUT OF LIFE
From ziplining to parasailing, MCC alumna Vicki Lockhart 
looks forward to adventures.

"Ziplining was wonderful," she recalled when she ventured 
over the Icy strait of Alaska. "It was fun," she said.
Going out and beyond is part of Lockhart's personality now, 
but it wasn't always. "Now I kind of breathe and take risks 
and enjoy," she said.

Lockhart is a two-time breast cancer survivor.

In the latter part of 1984, Lockhart, then a 30-year-old wife 
and mom of a little boy about to turn 4, was getting ready 
to celebrate the upcoming Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays when she discovered a lump in her breast. Not 
wanting to dampen the holiday spirit, Lockhart put off 
going to the doctor. "And then I finally went."

Because she was young, her physician thought it was a cyst, 
but after x-rays and a mammogram, the decision was made 
to remove the lump and biopsy it. "In my mind," Lockhart 
said, "I knew it was cancer." And it was.

After the confirmation, Lockhart opted to undergo 
a mastectomy. Still, she insisted it would have to be 
scheduled around her son's school program, so the doctor 
gave her a pass to leave the hospital and return. After her 
seven-day hospital stay and six-week recovery, she began 
an aggressive chemotherapy regimen, resulting in losing 
her hair.

"That will hit you quickly when you've had long hair, and it's 
gone. But I had people who came in where I worked, never 
knew I had a wig, and never could tell anything. I did just 
fine with that," she said.

Her chemo treatment was scheduled for six months, but her 
blood levels would vary too much. "It ended up right at a 
year because my blood wouldn't be right," she said.

"It was a long year," she said.

In 1996, a different cancer appeared in her other breast. 
"And everything was different," Lockhart said, explaining 
the hospital stay was two days, and she was permitted 
to return to work soon after. Her oncologist told her his 
approach to this cancer wouldn't be as aggressive as 
before, but treatment needed to start immediately. "I told 
him I wasn't ready. He said, 'what are you waiting on? 
What's going to change tomorrow?'" So, she had her first 
treatment that day.

"It wasn't as strong; my hair didn't fall out; it got really 
thin. I had a good hairdresser, and she just styled it so that 

you never knew I was losing hair and it was getting thin," 
Lockhart said.

Lockhart would face another cancer – uterine – in 2008 that 
would be cleared after a dilation and curettage procedure 
and a hysterectomy. She didn't have to undergo any other 
treatment for it.

"It's quite a journey," she said.

When she encountered breast cancer for the first time, 
Lockhart had to sort things out, especially when it came to 
how her son would grow up. "I had to get in my mind my 
mother would help my husband with our son, and if I didn't 
live, he would be okay. You have to work all that out to get 
some peace, and I did," she said.

Today, her son Ben and his wife Amanda have two 
daughters, June, 11, and Lucy, 8.

Lockhart continues to see her oncologist every nine 
months, and like most cancer survivors, she gets a little 
apprehensive before appointments.

Her advice to others is: Perform self-checks and visit your 
doctor regularly. "Anybody can get cancer. And don't think 
you won't be the one who doesn't," she said.

"It could be me again tomorrow. It doesn't matter if you've 
had it once. You're not over, you're not done," she added.

"I was just lucky. I had a good support system at home and 
work and great doctors," she said.

Lockhart added, "I'm healthy now. It was not a death 
sentence for me. I wasn't sure in the beginning if it would 
be or not. It wasn't. I've lived a happy life, no regrets."

Vicki Lockhart
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As a student at Meridian Junior College, Sidney Covington was 
on a mission.  

She loved MJC – she had enrolled just before high school 
graduation and was busy in all sorts of campus activities - acting 
in her first musical, taking full loads during summer sessions and 
two other semesters, and learning alongside her classmates.  

MJC was a stepping stone to her dream.  

"I wanted to get to Mississippi State and get my master's 
degree. I wanted to be a counselor and get about my business. I 
left MJC with 63 hours on the table," she said, noting she didn't 
earn her associate of arts degree when she left MJC in 1971.  

Some five decades later, she now has her Meridian Community 
College diploma in hand, thanks to the College's participation 
in the Reverse Transfer program in conjunction with Mississippi’s 
community colleges and Institutions of Higher Learning. 
Reverse Transfer allows students who have transferred from 
a community college to a public university with at least 16 
transferrable credits to transfer credits earned at the four-
year institution back to the community college. These reverse 
transfer credits count toward earning an associate degree.   

Covington, who has also earned additional post-graduate 
work, was surprised and excited to learn she was eligible to be 
awarded her associate of arts degree. Leia Hill, vice president 
for institutional advancement and executive director of the MCC 
Foundation, contacted Covington when she discovered she 
could be a candidate for an associate degree from MCC.  

"Sidney is special in our community. As an MCC Foundation 
donor, I reached out to Sidney about her incredible Lifetime 
Giving record," Hill said. In a conversation, Covington 
mentioned to Hill that she would have graduated from what was 
then MJC but lacked one credit hour.   

"To hold that diploma and claim that completion is important. 
An alumnus is anyone who attended here, but I love to let our 
alums know it's available, and they can reach this milestone -- 
especially someone as wonderful as Sidney," Hill added.  

Covington became a counselor and today continues to 
impact her community. She is serving her fourth year as board 
president of the Meridian Little Theatre and a board member of 
Crime Stoppers. She is involved in music ministry as a pianist at 
First Presbyterian Church.   

She and her husband Jimmy, who also attended MJC in the 
13th and 14th grades, have four children (three are MCC alums), 
seven grandchildren, and one great-grandchild.  

COVINGTON RECEIVES MCC DIPLOMA 
THROUGH REVERSE TRANSFER

Leia Hill and Sidney Covington 



THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE ARE FREE – AND THAT 
INCLUDES BECOMING A MEMBER OF MCC’S 
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION.
 
Theresa Hogan, scholarship and alumni relations  
coordinator, said there are no fees to join the association.  
The membership benefits are plentiful, including being 
informed of College events, networking with other  
alumni, and advocating for an institution that provides 
quality education. 
  
To Join - alums can go to  
www.meridiancc.edu/alumniassociation 
 There’s also a social media channel 

facebook.com/groups/mccalumniassociation  
 
For details, contact Hogan at  
MCC at 601.484.8841, or email  
thogan@meridiancc.edu

JOIN OTHER ALUMS 
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SUPPORT  
OUR COMMUNITY 
THROUGH EDUCATION 
FIVE WAYS TO GIVE TO THE MCC FOUNDATION

President's Roundtable – PRT comprises businesses and individuals 
committed to supporting MCC's Tuition Guarantee program.

Annual Giving Fund – The Annual Giving Fund consists of gifts 
from individuals interested in supporting the College through 
scholarships, program support, or unrestricted funds.

Memorials and Honoraria – Donations are accepted as 
memorials and as living tributes. Acknowledgments are made 
using cards depicting a scene from campus.

Endowments – Long-term investment options for those who want 
to establish a legacy gift. Once the endowment is complete, it is 
never breached, creating a never-ending source for scholarships 
and awards.

Planned giving – Bequests, insurance, annuities, and trusts that list 
the MCC Foundation as the beneficiary.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

SCAN HERE
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The memory of Allie Carruth continues to blossom 
through the generosity of her parents.

Leslie and Bill Carruth lost their daughter, Allie, in a 
tragic accident in the spring of 2017 and they honor her 
memory through the Allie Cat Run and Festival, now in its 
fifth year. Proceeds from the event are donated to various 
nonprofit organizations.

One of the beneficiaries is Meridian Community College's 
Associate Degree Nursing Program.

The Carruths presented College officials with $20,000 
from the Allie Cat Run and Festival. Dr. Lara Collum, 
MCC associate vice president for nursing and healthcare 
education, indicated that the gift would enhance the 
nursing program's skills laboratory by replacing some of 
the beds in the lab and offering scholarship opportunities.

"This is tremendous. It is impactful," said Leia Hill, vice 
president for institutional advancement and executive 
director of the MCC Foundation, of the gift that honors 
Allie's memory and continues to touch many lives.

"We give the money back to the community," Leslie 
said.  She explained when the accident happened, Bill 
was in his first semester of study in MCC's ADN Program. 
“Everybody in the nursing program was amazing," Leslie 
remembered. “It was his second family when I couldn't 
be there with him. They just said, ‘we're doing this,’ and 
helped him every step of the way.

"For me, it was like, you're our community. You helped us. 
This donation is the least we can do to give back," Leslie said.

She noted the individuals studying nursing now are the 
ones who later will contribute to the community. "It's a 
continuous gift," she said.

Leslie added, "And I think MCC is so important for 
Meridian. It's so beneficial for our community."

GIFT HONORS CHILD’S MEMORY AND TOUCHES 
MANY LIVES

STUDENT THANK YOUS

Bill Carruth, Leslie Carruth, Leia Hill, and Dr. Lara Collum 

"I am forever grateful because this award will truly help change 
my life. Meridian Community College has been a blessing to me. It 
has taught me what it means to have true character and appreciate 
every small thing you are blessed with. I want to thank the donors 
for everything they have done for me and the school. Without them, 
much of what MCC does would not be possible. It is an honor to 
receive this award, and I am forever grateful. Thank you." – Jacob

"When I decided to follow my dream to 
become a nurse, I did not know how I 
would pay tuition or how I would make 
ends meet due to having to quit my job. I 
stepped out on faith, knowing that if I did 
the work, the rest would be provided. You 
have helped not only my children and me 
but all those who will be placed in my path 
to healing. I thank you sincerely from the 
bottom of my heart." – Ericka

"Music is my true passion, and I am 
grateful that I am able to pursue 
a career in it with the help of this 
scholarship. I appreciate all that MCC 
has taught me, and all the new friends 
that I have met along the way." – Peyton

“I am truly blessed beyond measure, and this is one of the 
blessings that has come my way.   I try to work hard to achieve 
the things that come my way in life and make good decisions 
that will steer my life in a positive direction." – Seth
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Nursing is a calling and a dedication. 
For Joan Kuehl Williams, it was more. 
"She just loved taking care of people 
– and the healing part of it," said 
daughter Patty Harris.

"That was just her. She was a giver," 
Harris said. She was known fondly by 
her patients and friends as “Ms. Joan.”

Williams, a Butler, Alabama, resident, 
passed away on Dec. 1, 2009. She 
was 74.

Williams' spirit of giving to others 
continues thanks to the Joan K. 
Williams Scholarship Endowment, 
established by the Ernestine L. Lenoir 
Charitable Trust and funded through 
the MCC Foundation.

The first Joan K. Williams scholar will 
be named this fall. The scholarship 
recipient, a nursing student with a 3.0 
grade point average in prior classes, 
will be chosen based on academic 
ability and financial need. The 
recipient must also maintain the 3.0 
g.p.a. in all coursework.

One of four of Williams' children, Mike, 
noted the importance of giving to 
others for nursing education because 
of its long-lasting effects and perpetual 
help to others. 

Williams graduated from St. Joseph 
School of Nursing in Marshfield, 
Wisconsin, a year early. She began 
nursing in the Veterans Administration 

Hospital in Marshfield, often treating 
veterans from World War I and II and 
the Korean conflict.

She met her future husband Rudy, 
and in 1958, the two were married 
and moved to the South to Butler and 
raised their family of three daughters, 
Debbie, Jennifer, and Patty, and son, 
Mike. Williams would continue to follow 
her passion for nursing, working closely 
with the doctors as a surgical nurse 
at the then - Barber Hospital. Even 
as director of nursing, Williams often 
rode (and sometimes drove) with the 
ambulance personnel assisting and 
taking care of patients.

She also delivered 800 babies.

After she retired from full-time nursing, 
Williams worked three to four days a 
week, often caring for nursing home 
patients performing foot care.

"My mother had a full life," Harris said. 
"She was exceptional," Mike added.

NEW ENDOWMENT HONORS THE 
LIFE, WORK OF JOAN WILLIAMS

Joan Kuehl Williams

Diane Delk, Leia Hill, Mike Williams, and Patty Harris



Whether teaching or assisting a patient, Paulette Aycock 
Hopkins devoted her life to serving others.

"She always believed in helping others and giving them 
the best care possible. She believed this was the direction 
God had given her, to help expecting mothers through 
their pregnancy to deliver a healthy child,” said her 
husband, Sonny Hopkins.

Paulette passed away on Aug. 5, 2022. She was 71. A 
memorial scholarship endowment has been started 
through the MCC Foundation to honor the life of this 
nurse, teacher, wife, mother, and grandmother.

Serving as a nurse for many years at Meridian's Rush 
Hospital, Paulette would also become an instructor in 
MCC's Associate Degree Nursing Program, teaching for 
25 years primarily in obstetrics and women's health. "She 
was an expert in OB and loved teaching it! Paulette was 
kind and patient with students," said Dr. Lara Collum, 
MCC associate vice president of nursing and healthcare 
education and a colleague of Paulette's.

Dr. Collum noted Paulette was one of the first faculty in 
the College's nursing simulation laboratory and helped 
develop it as an area for experiential learning. "Paulette 
was dependable and a hard worker; she supported her 
co-workers. She contributed greatly to the nursing program 
and invested in many students during her tenure at MCC," 
Dr. Collum said.

Paulette, an MCC alumna, earned bachelor’s and master's 
degrees. She received her nurse practitioner degree 

from Emory University and held National Certification 
Corp. (NCC) certifications in patient obstetric nursing and 
women's health care nurse practitioner.

"She was the hardest working woman I know. In the 52 
years of our marriage, she worked, went to school, raised 
our three boys, and kept our close-knit family together. 
When she strived for something, she always finished it. 
Even with cancer that took her from us, she never gave up," 
Sonny said.

PAULETTE AYCOCK HOPKINS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENT
LIFE OF SERVICE REMEMBERED, HONORED

The Sonny and Paulette Hopkins family 

Sonny Hopkins and Paulette Hopkins



C
o

n
n

ec
ti

o
n

s 
M

ag
az

in
e

20

Quenesia Worsham 
ADN Donor Scholarship

Nicholas Kamren Prince 
Ida Mae James Alexander 
Memorial Scholarship

Camryn Parten 
Anderson Board of Directors 
Scholarship

Rivers Burnette 
Anderson Support and 
Development Foundation 
Scholarship

Haley Alexis Groves 
Anderson Support and 
Development Foundation 
Scholarship

Chiquita	 Slaughter 
Dr. William Jeff Anderson Memorial 
Scholarship

Rodney Senseney 
Dr. William J. Anderson, Jr. 
Memorial Scholarship

Makayla Thompson 
Dr. William J. Anderson, III 
Memorial Scholarship

Kayla Joiner 

AT&T Scholarship

Brittany Thomas 
Laurie M. Autry Memorial 
Scholarship

David Vick 
C. B. Bailey Memorial Scholarship

James Wilson 
C. B. Bailey Memorial Scholarship

Briton Brassfield 
Barnett All-America City 
Scholarship

Asauni Rainey 
Leonard Corydon Barrell Family 
Scholarship

Brittany Thomas 
Howard Beeland Memorial 
Scholarship

Jaeden Carney 
Sallie Mae Bell Memorial 
Scholarship

Savannah Cooksey 
Dr. George W. and Ettamac 
Bounds, Jr. Memorial Scholarship

Beatrice Bonner 
Dr. Lemann H. and Wilma S. 
Bounds Scholarship

Alexis Hamilton 
Dr. Lemann H. and Wilma S. 
Bounds Scholarship

Courtney McPherson 
Dr. Lemann H. and Wilma S. 
Bounds Scholarship

Kodi McKay 
Thomas and Norma Bourdeaux 
Scholarship

Camryn Gray 
Harry & Vivian Boureau Music 
Scholarship

 

Kristian Speed 
Susan Partridge Boyette Memorial 
Scholarship

Samuel Downs 
Gloria Blackshear Brown High 
School Equivalency Scholarship

Cody Crawford 
Margaret Butler Memorial 
Scholarship

Charles Moore 
Margaret Butler Memorial 
Scholarship

Jada Kendricks 
Madeline Scott Callahan Memorial 
Scholarship

Karlee Spivey 
Carney-Nelson Scholarship

Khadeja Johnson 
The Carter Foundation Scholarship

Kishona Davis 
Cater's Market Culinary Scholarship

T'Yunna Pierce 
Cater's Market Culinary Scholarship

Cornelius Griffin 
Chuck Nicholson/Community Bank 
Veteran Scholarship

Rachel Thaggard 
Emma Ruth Corban Scholarship

Jaylen Vance 
Courtyard of Scholars Scholarship

 

Hannah Kennedy 
Winnie P. Crampton Nursing 
Scholarship

Marionna Evans 
Linda and Marty Davidson 
Scholarship

Olivia Gray 
Linda and Marty Davidson 
Scholarship

Maci Manning 
Linda and Marty Davidson 
Scholarship

Peyton Simpson 
Clifton "Buddy" Davis Memorial 
Scholarship

Halle Smith 
L. J. Davis and Winifred Davis 
Memorial Scholarship

Elijah Rank 
Marshall and Miriam Deonier 
Memorial Scholarship

Stacy Brown 
Toni L. DeVaney Memorial 
Scholarship

Haley Johnson 
Glen Deweese Scholarship

Joseph Smith 
Dixie Highway High School 

Scholarship

Victoria Spears 
T. K. Dobbins, Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship

FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS

DONOR DOLLARS AT WORK

FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP  
FALL 2022 RECIPIENTS
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Brittany McDaniel 
Margaret Reed Dulaney Scholarship

Kimberly Brewer 
Earnest Workers King's Daughters 
and Sons Scholarship

Eli Huebner 
Eva Mae Gilbert Edwards 
Memorial Scholarship

Lance Goodman 
Max Edwards Workforce Training 
Scholarship

Peyton Parker 
William H. Entrekin Family Music 
Scholarship

Rachel Thaggard 

Evans PTK Scholarship Award

Jaylen Vance 
Evans PTK Scholarship Award

Alexander Coleman 
Don and Donia Evans Scholarship

Cohen Hurst 
Hugh and Katherine Foster 
Memorial Scholarship

Gregory Bounds 
Marmion Loving Francis 
Scholarship

Mattie Granberry 
Bebe Roberts Freeman 
Scholarship

Alan Rigdon 
Jacob Chester Frist Memorial 
Scholarship

MarTika Lewis 

Future Nurses Scholarship

Raven Sanders 
Future Nurses Scholarship

Ali Grace Applebee 
Nicholas Gianakos Memorial 
Scholarship

Maggie Freeman 
Nicholas Gianakos Memorial 
Scholarship

Lauren Kirchhefer 
Nicholas Gianakos Memorial 
Scholarship

Joel Linton 
Nicholas Gianakos Memorial 
Scholarship

Wynecia Willis 
Nicholas Gianakos Memorial 
Scholarship

Randaius Gully 
Kimberly Renata Govan 
Scholarship

Jillian Miller 
Gayle Gray Memorial Nursing 
Scholarship

Kellie Payton 
Gayle Gray Memorial Nursing 
Scholarship

Savanna Hill 
Thomas H. Greer, Jr. M.D. and 
Joycelyn D. Greer Scholarship  
for Nursing

Reaghan Davis 
Shirley Griffin Nursing Scholarship

Anna Pippin 
Debbie Gunn Memorial Scholarship

Danielle Chambliss 
William Gunn, Esquire Memorial 
Scholarship

Ivan Barnard 
Gene Haas Scholarship

Lane Davis 
Gene Haas Scholarship

Samuel Downs 
Gene Haas Scholarship

Anthony Gammill 

Gene Haas Scholarship

Marisol Garcia 
Gene Haas Scholarship
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Sebastian Hendricks 
Gene Haas Scholarship

Michael James 
Gene Haas Scholarship

Daniel Johnson 
Gene Haas Scholarship

David Mixon 
Gene Haas Scholarship

Kyra Moore 
Gene Haas Scholarship

Joel Ortiz 
Gene Haas Scholarship

Elon Presley 
Gene Haas Scholarship

Noah Stephens 
Gene Haas Scholarship

Heather Wood 
Lou Weddington Hart Memorial 
Scholarship

Sarah Cooksey 
Mattie D. Hart/Emma Donald 
Music Scholarship

Patrick Martin 
Mattie D. Hart/Emma Donald 
Music Scholarship

Peyton Coleman 
T. H. and Allie Hobgood Memorial 
Scholarship

Hannah Dover 
T. H. and Allie Hobgood Memorial 
Scholarship

Joeye McWilliams 
T. H. and Allie Hobgood Memorial 
Scholarship

Gary Huffmaster 
Eddie Holladay Broadcast 
Scholarship

Heather Streeter 
Dr. Jeff Hollingsworth Memorial 
Scholarship

Sebastian Hendricks 
Home School Student Scholarship

Aarionna Dumas 
Catherine Hovious Nursing 
Scholarship

Kalyn Stennis 
Catherine Hovious Nursing 
Scholarship

Sadrea Brown 
Dr. George Howell Nursing 
Scholarship

Demetria Lewis 
Dr. George Howell Nursing 
Scholarship

Sarah McCoy 
Austin and Alice James Accounting 
Scholarship

Sarah Clay 
John and Ann Johnson 
Scholarship

Abbey Sistrunk 
Reuben S. Johnson, Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship

Gracie Bunyard 
Walter and Cora Thompson 
Johnson Memorial Scholarship

Mallory Leake 
Walter and Cora Thompson 
Johnson Memorial Scholarship

Mary Ashley Culpepper 
Ann and Ken Joyner Book 
Scholarship

Olivia Harwell 
Ann and Ken Joyner Book 
Scholarship

Daniel Johnson 

Key Brothers Memorial Scholarship

Tyla Hutcherson 
Gondine Kittrell Memorial 
Scholarship

Christian Barnette 

Edward T. Lafferty Scholarship

Sade Gammage 
William and Dorothy Lerner 
Scholarship

Mallie Hudson 
William and Dorothy Lerner 
Scholarship

Brinnon Powell 
William and Dorothy Lerner 
Scholarship

Jennifer Anthony 

LFW Ministries Scholarship

Matthew Bowling 

Lockheed STEM Scholarship

Sarah McCoy 
Dr. Lloyd Wilton and Dr. Sula 
Johnson Marsalis Memorial 
Scholarship

Peyton Esslinger 
Jason Marshall Memorial 
Scholarship
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Katherine Cerda 
MCC Foundation Board of 
Directors Scholarship

Jonathan Marshall 
MCC Foundation Board of 
Directors Scholarship

Katie Taylor 
MCC Foundation Board of 
Directors Scholarship

Lauren Brewer 
Kathleen Newby McDaniel 
Memorial Scholarship

Bradon Epting 
Kathleen Newby McDaniel 
Memorial Scholarship

Kayli Warren 
Kathleen Newby McDaniel 
Memorial Scholarship

Jabria Hopkins 
Emily Louise McDonald Nursing 
Scholarship

Monica Potts 
Emily Louise McDonald Nursing 
Scholarship

Jacob Touchstone 
Medical Lab Technology 
Scholarship

Brinnon Powell 
Meridian Area Dental Association 
Scholarship

Olivia Willard 
Meridian Area Dental Association 
Scholarship

Allison Beard 
Meridian Exchange Club/Bo 
Russell Memorial Scholarship

Madeline McIlwain 
Meridian Rotary Club Scholarship

Gary Gibson 
Mabel and S. Carl Merritt 
Scholarship

Jake McElroy 
Mabel and S. Carl Merritt 
Scholarship 

Rawson Polizzi 
Mabel and S. Carl Merritt 
Scholarship

Meadow Smith 
Mabel and S. Carl Merritt 
Scholarship

Jamesha Jones 

MHS Class of 1978 Scholarship

Ana DeMata 
Thomas Y. Minniece Memorial 
Scholarship

LaTrisha Aldridge 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Tamara Brister 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Miranda Cumberland 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Summer Dorman	  
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Marquita Epps 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Kandy Griggs 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Victoria Hand 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Brittani Howard 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Jada Jennings 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship 

MarTika Lewis 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Destiny Little 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Autumn Mize 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Kellie Payton 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Karen Perrett 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Chiquita Slaughter 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Kristopher Trussell 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Pasha Williams 
Mississippi Board of Nursing 
Scholarship

Jaleel Bolton 
Mississippi Power Heritage 
Scholarship

Melvin Penn 
Mississippi Power Heritage 
Scholarship

Gabrielle Hutchinson 
Mitchell Companies Scholarship

Savanna Brown 
William D. Mobley Dental Hygiene 
Scholarship

Madison Etheridge 
William D. Mobley Dental Hygiene 
Scholarship



C
o

n
n

ec
ti

o
n

s 
M

ag
az

in
e

24

FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIPS
Matthew Alexander 
G. V. "Sonny" Montgomery 
Memorial Scholarship

Cora Bucurel 
G. V. "Sonny" Montgomery 
Memorial Scholarship

Olivia Joles 
G. V. "Sonny" Montgomery 
Memorial Scholarship

India Whittle 
G. V. "Sonny" Montgomery 
Memorial Scholarship

Emma Winstead 
G. V. "Sonny" Montgomery 
Memorial Scholarship

Miracle Brock 
Sarah Cox Moore and Nannie 
Moore Hudson Memorial 
Scholarship

Christina Dixon 
Dr. William R. Moore, II Memorial 
Scholarship

Erica Dean 
Joyce Morrison Memorial 
Scholarship

Benjamin Goudy 
Mott Foundation Commercial 
Truck Driving Scholarship

Justin Humphrey 
Mott Foundation Commercial 
Truck Driving Scholarship

LaSandra Jordan 
Mott Foundation Commercial 
Truck Driving Scholarship

Samuel Simpson 
Mott Foundation Commercial 
Truck Driving Scholarship

Tayana Campbell	  
National Board for Respiratory 
Care Scholarship

Rebecca Coonce	  
National Board for Respiratory 
Care Scholarship

Bionnica Hurst 
National Board for Respiratory 
Care Scholarship

Ashley Viverette 
National Board for Respiratory 
Care Scholarship

Mackenzie Bohl 
Ruth Van Dyke Nelson Memorial 
Scholarship

Madison Moore 
Ruth Van Dyke Nelson Memorial 
Scholarship

Shameka Mitchell 

Virginia Price Nelson Scholarship

Meagan Cade 
Gloria Nuckolls Memorial 
Scholarship  

Jabria Hopkins 

Nurse to Nurse Scholarship 

Larasha Wooten 
Nurse to Nurse Scholarship

Jayla Vance 
Downtown Optimist Club/Bill 
Herndon Memorial Scholarship

Heather Champion 
Alexander Ott/The Crossings 
Memorial Scholarship

Marquita Epps 
Dr. O. D. Polk, Sr. and Mrs. Evelyn 
Lucille Dorsey Polk Memorial 
Scholarship

Devonna Gilmer 
Dr. O. D. Polk, Sr. and Mrs. Evelyn 
Lucille Dorsey Polk Memorial 
Scholarship

Kesia Gray 
Gerald Price Memorial Scholarship

Quinton Lowery 
Rev. George Pugh Memorial 
Hospitality Scholarship

Stephanie Valle 
Rev. George Pugh Memorial 
Hospitality Scholarship

Ethan Wooldridge 

Gerry Wayne Purvis Scholarship

Ronald Ries 
Radio People Scholarship

Tyson McIntosh 
C. B. "Dough" & Alice Rawlings 
Scholarship

Jahaliya Moore 
C. B. "Dough" & Alice Rawlings 
Scholarship

Thomas Spivey 
Recycled and Renewed/Second 
Chance Scholarship

Maria Byrd 
Elizabeth Riley Memorial 
Scholarship

Sydney Goodman 
Elizabeth Riley Memorial 
Scholarship

Camille Smith 
Elizabeth Riley Memorial 
Scholarship

John Carpenter 
Richard F. Riley, M.D. Scholarship

Linda'see Little 
Miriam Roberson Nursing 
Scholarship

Anna Pippin 
Miriam Roberson Nursing 
Scholarship

Seth Jackson 
Ardell Moffett Rogers Memorial 
Scholarship

Riley Crawford 
I. A. Rosenbaum Memorial 
Scholarship

Christopher Hines 
S. A. Rosenbaum Scholarship

Miranda Anderson 
Rush Volunteer Auxiliary 
Scholarship

Alzier Smith 
Judie Bounds Rutledge Memorial 
Scholarship

Christopher Hines 
Saint-Gobain Corporation 
Foundation/CertainTeed Veterans 
Scholarship

Brickley Jackson 

Big and Ham Sanders Scholarship

Mia Adams 
Joe Charles and Mai Keen Sanders 
Memorial Scholarship

Jentzen Moore 
Doris and Cecil Seale Memorial 
Scholarship

Laquandra Lewis 
Jackie Bates Slay Memorial 
Scholarship
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Cody Britt 
Lee Anne Smith Memorial 
Scholarship

Lashonda Murray 
Margaret and Bill Smylie 
Scholarship

Kataria Barber 
State Farm Companies Scholarship

Mathishia Wilson 
State Farm Companies Scholarship

Skyler Allen 
Structural Steel Services 
Scholarship

Zackary Goforth 
Structural Steel Services 
Scholarship

Sidney Taylor 
Structural Steel Services 
Scholarship

Tyler Borntrager 
A. Wayne Sullivan, M.D. Memorial 
Scholarship

Edwin Trejo 
Walter H. Thompson Memorial 
Radiologic Technology Scholarship

Sharanda Brown 
Dr. Dan Thornton, Jr. Scholarship

 

Chezzie Massey 
Mae Carroll Thornton Scholarship

Mallory Holloman 
Jacob Toney Memorial Scholarship

Emma Watson 
Bob and Barbara Walker 
Scholarship

Peyton Miller 
Les Wallace Memorial Scholarship

Madison Carlisle 
Waters Family Scholarship

Francine Adams 
Norma Webb Scholarship

Jordan McKee 
Tommy Webb Business 
Scholarship

Landon Williams 
Tommy Webb Business 
Scholarship

Shaqunta McDonald 
Hunter George Weddington 
Memorial Scholarship

Jack Rigdon 
James C. and Garnett S. Wilbourn 
Family Scholarship

Emaleigh Dunn 
Charles James Winright, Jr. and 
Jean Ellen Winright Memorial 
Scholarship

Tanner Haguewood 
Charles James Winright, Jr. and 
Jean Ellen Winright Memorial 
Scholarship

Isaac James 
Charles James Winright, Jr. and 
Jean Ellen Winright Memorial 
Scholarship

Josie Reid 
Charles James Winright, Jr. and 
Jean Ellen Winright Memorial 
Scholarship

Karlee Sullivan 
Charles James Winright, Jr. and 
Jean Ellen Winright Memorial 
Scholarship

John Bryant, Jr. 
W. C. Winstead Scholarship

Taryn Dumas 
WTOK-TV Broadcast 
Communication Scholarship

Leyton Thomas 
Charles L. Young, Sr. Cosmetology 
Scholarship

Abdurahman Alsadi 
Ralph E. Young, Sr. Memorial 
Scholarship

To pay tribute to their mom, Marmion Francis' 

three sons did something special; they 

established a scholarship in her honor. 

 

Lee, Martin, and Jason Francis surprised their 

mom by announcing the scholarship at a 

birthday gathering.

Marmion Francis, who has worked at the College 

for over three decades, is a co-coordinator of 

the MCC Foundation's Lifetime Quest.

The scholarship will be awarded to an 

academically gifted student among the need-

based applicants.
Lorie and Lee Francis, Jason Francis, Marmion Francis, and Martin and Debby Francis

MARMION LOVING FRANCIS SCHOLARSHIP 
SONS HONOR MOM 
WITH SCHOLARSHIP



Is there a notable MCC alum who 

deserves to be a member of the 

MCC Hall of Fame? If so, send us 

their resume and nominate them 

as part of the 2023 MCC Hall of 

Fame recipients.

910 HIGHWAY 19 NORTH
MERIDIAN, MS 39307

NAMING
NAMES

Scan the QR code or visit: www.meridiancc.edu/halloffame 


